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B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, NOVEMBER 2015.
(ENGLISH)
 III YEAR — V SEMESTER
Paper IX — SHAKESPEARE 
Time : 3 hours
    Max. marks : 75

SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)

Answer ALL questions

I         Annotate the following:

1. “Dead shepherd, now I find thy saw of might,
‘Who ever loved that loved not at first sight?”

2. “Here feel we but the penalty of Adam,
The seasons’ difference, as the icy fang

And churlish chiding of the winter’s wind,

Which till I shrink with cold, I smile and say

This is no flattery.”

3.  It must be by his death; and for my part
                   I know no personal cause to spurn at him

                          But for the general, he would be crowned.

4. Sir, ‘tis your brother Cassius at

            the door who doth desire to see you

5. Good friends, go in and taste some

wine with me;

And we, like friends, will straightaway 

go together.
Answer  the following in about 30 words each :
6. Can “King Lear” be  en acted?

7. What did the crowd do after listening to Brutus oration?

8. Name any two great tragedies of Shakespeare. 

9. Write a note on the Forest of Arden.

10. Estimate the character and the part played by Romeo in “Romeo & Juliet”.

         SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

           Answer any FIVE of the following in about 100 words each :

11. Do you think that “King Lear” is pessimistic? Explain

12. Fools provide  much comic relief and serve  as a safety value for the emotions of the audience. Discuss.

13. Why did Brutus kill Caesar?

14. How does Orlando impress you as the hero of the play “As you like it”?

15. What are the qualities that made Juliet one of the best heroines of Shakespeare?
16.  “I am a man more sinned against than sinning” – Is this a correct estimate of Lear?

17. Compare and contrast the characters of Rosalind and Celia in “As you like it”.

18. Comment on  the heroines of Shakespearean Comedies.
SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)
         Answer any THREE of the following in about 250 words each :
19. Consider “Romeo and Juliet” as a Romantic Play.

20. Discuss the important role of Fools and Clowns in Shakespearean plays.

21. What are the main themes in Shakespearean tragedy?

22. In King Lear the main plot suffers somewhat under the burden of the sub-plot. – Discuss.

23. Explain the tragic conflict in Julius Caesar.

24. Give a critical account of the different types of love represented in “As you like it”.
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