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B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, NOVEMBER 2015.
 III YEAR — V SEMESTER
Paper X — AMERICAN LITERATURE — I

(POETRY AND FICTION)

Time : 3 hours
    Max. marks : 75

SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)

I
Annotate the following:
1. To me, every hour of the light and dark is a miracle,

Every cubic inch of space is a miracle…

2. These are the tranquillized Fifties,

And I am forty. Ought I to regret my seedtime?

3. One can see what will trouble

This sleep of mine, whatever sleeps it is.  


4. All that we see or seem

Is but a dream within a dream.

5. I never could talk to you

The tongue stuck in my jaw.
II
Write short answers in about 30 words each:
6. How does Langston Hughes discover the ‘purpose of living’ in his poem ‘Life is Fine’?

7. Discuss  Emily Dickinson’s attitude towards death in her poem ‘Because I could not stop for Death’.
8. Comment on the significance of the title The Gold Key by Anne Sexton.

9. ‘The Snowman is an expression of Stevens’ perspectivism.’ Discuss.

10. “The Cambridge ladies who lived in furnished souls” is  a biting satire on  hypocrisy and superficiality”.  Respond. 

SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)
Answer any FIVE of the following in about 100 words each
11. “ The poem ‘A Dream within a Dream’ questions the way by which one distinguishes between reality and fantasy”  Justify.

12. Comment on the use of imagery in the poem ‘Miracles’ by Walt Whitman.

13. How does Frost deal with the theme of life, death and fall of man in ‘After Apple Picking’? 
14. Explain the significance of the opening scene of ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’?

15. Discuss the various human relationships in ‘Memories of West Street and Lepke’. What is Lowell's opinion of people considered as ‘fringe elements’ of society?

16. Detail and discuss the various conflicts in ‘The Color Purple’?  

17. Write an essay on the role of Women in ‘The Great Gatsby’ by Scott Fitzgerald.

18. Does Ernest Hemingway draw upon personal experiences in ‘The Old Man and the Sea’? Give reasons. 

SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

III.
Write Essays in about 250 words on any THREE of the following questions :
19. Discuss the salient features of confessional poetry with special reference to the poems of Sylvia Plath.

20.  “Emily Dickinson’s ‘Because I could not stop for Death’ interprets mortality from the standpoint of immortality”. Substantiate your answer with suitable examples.

21. “’In Life is Fine, Langston Hughes gives his readers a ‘cause to live.’”  Elucidate 

22. Consider ‘The Great Gatsby ‘as contentious novel. 

23. Comment on the use of symbolism in ‘ The Color Purple’.
24. “Man can be defeated but not destroyed.” How far is this statement true with regard to the novel ‘Old Man and the Sea’ by Hemmingway?
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