





                                 PEL/CE/1001


M.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, NOVEMBER 2015.
(ENGLISH)

I YEAR — 1 SEMESTER

ELECTIVE : CLASSICS IN TRANSLATION
Time : 3 hours
    Max. marks : 75

SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)

Answer any TEN questions.
1. What is Naturalism?

2. How does Realism affect literature?

3. Comment on some of the themes discussed in Thirukkural.

4. “The whole of human aspiration is epitomized in this immortal book, a book for all ages.” Who said this about Thirukkural?

5. How does Plato describe the portrait of Socrates?

6. What was the relation between Plato and Socrates?

7. What does Kalki’s ‘Parthiban Kanavu’ deal with?

8. What is the theme in ‘Chemmeen’?

9. Name the major characters in play ‘Oedipus Rex’.

10. Where was Ibsen’s drama ‘A Doll’s House’ first staged?

11. What are the basic tenets of Marxism?

12. In which language was Camus’s ‘The Outsider’ first written?

SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

Answer any FIVE questions.

13. Discuss briefly the coexistence of religion and literature. 

14. How significant is Marxism to World literature today? 

15. Write short notes on the major themes in Thirukkural.

16. Give a brief note on Plato’s ‘Portrait of Socrates’

17. Write briefly on Chemmeen’s epic nature in dealing with the plight of fishermen.

18. Give a detailed character sketch of any two major characters from ‘Parthiban Kanavu’.

19. Sophocles’s ‘Oedipus Rex’ has come to be regarded as a masterpiece of Greek tragedy- Elucidate.

SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

Answer any THREE questions.

20. Explain in detail the differences between Naturalism and Realism citing some literary texts that you have read. 

21. What are the challenges faced in translation? Explain with reference to translating Thirukkural to other languages.

22. Write a detailed account of Plato’s ‘Portrait of Socrates’

23. What is the Philosophy of the Absurd? Explain in the context of Albert Camus’s ‘The Outsider’

24. “That slammed door reverberated across the roof of the world”. Write an essay on how Ibsen shut the prejudices of the nineteenth century society out through his protagonist Nora in the play ‘A Doll’s House’.
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