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B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2016.
 III YEAR — V SEMESTER
Paper X — AMERICAN LITERATURE — I

(POETRY AND FICTION)

Time : 3 hours
    Max. marks : 75

SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)
Answer ALL the questions
I
Annotate the following:
1. I was ten when they buried you.   

At twenty I tried to die

And get back, back, back to you.

2. And the fat worms waiting on a dawn-bright
Lawn and he names the sky his own.
3. I have a nine months’ daughter,


young enough to be my granddaughter.


Like the sun she rises in her flame-flamingo infants’ wear. 

4. I cannot rub the strangeness from my sight

I got from looking through a pane of glass

I skimmed this morning from the drinking trough

And held against the world of hoary grass.

5. These with the rest, one and all, are to me miracles, 


The whole referring, yet each distinct and in its place.

II
Write short answers in about 30 words each:
6. Explain the meaning of ‘furnished souls’ in “Cambridge ladies…”? 

7. What does Stevens mean by “One must have a mind of winter”?

8. Explain the line "Is all that we see or seem but a dream within a dream?"

9. Comment on the optimism of the speaker in “Life is Fine”

10. What does ‘Salao’ mean in Old Man and the Sea?
SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

Answer any FIVE of the following in about 100 words each
11. What does Whitman convey about the common place things that surround us in “Miracles”. 

12. How does Dickinson personify Death?

13. Is Tom Buchanan in The Great Gatsby a racist? Clarify. 

14. Describe Santiago’s encounter with the large marlin.

15. Bring out the treatment of reality and fantasy in "A Dream Within a Dream"

16. Discuss the mode of narration employed in Color Purple. 

17. How does Cummings present the appearance of Cambridge ladies?

18. Assess the use of Electra Complex in Sylvia Plath’s “Daddy”.

 

SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

III.
Write Essays in about 250 words on any THREE of the following questions :
19. Write a critical summary of “After Apple Picking”

20. Elucidate the main themes in Dickinson’s “Because I could not Stop for Death”

21. Discuss Maya Angelou, Langston Hughes and Anne Sexton as Afro-American poets with reference to the prescribed poems. 

22.  Discuss how Fitzgerald's shows the difference between people from different strata of society?

23. Examine the way Hemingway recount the epic struggle of the old man. 

24. How does Alice Walker present the life of African-American women in Color Purple?
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