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M.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2016.
(ENGLISH)
 I YEAR — II SEMESTER
Paper V — AMERICAN LITERATURE
Time : 3 hours
    Max. marks : 75

SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)

Answer any TEN questions
1. What does the term Transcendentalism mean?
2. What is Harlem Renaissance?

3. What are the three achievements of contemporary technology celebrated by Walt Whitman?                                   
4. How is death personified in Emily Dickenson’s poem ‘Because I Could not Stop for Death’?         

5. What are the two medical disasters that makes up most of the play’s plot in ‘Long Day’s Journey into Night’.

6. Identify and highlight any one feminist issue in the play Night Mother.  

7. Why did Huckleberry Fin pose as Tom Sawyer? How did Tom react on his arrival?

8. Why does Sophia end up in jail in the novel ‘Color Purple’?

9. In the essay ‘Self Reliance’ what important lessons of life does Emerson want us to learn?

10. Why did Thoreau find shelter with John Field and his family?

11. What qualities of a dramatic lyric is found in the poem ‘Home Burial’?

12. According to Dickinson when does the soul “shut the door”.  

SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

Answer any FIVE questions
13. Write a note on multiculturalism and its influence on American Literature. 

14. What does Whitman mean by the inner and the outer exploration in ‘Passage to India’?
15. Comment on the autobiographical elements found in Long Day’s Journey into Night.
16. Recount two interesting adventures of Huck and Jim at Jackson’s islands.

17. What are Emerson’s views about the non-conformists?

18. Comment on the use of rhythm by E.E. Cummings in ‘Anyone lived in a pretty how town’.

19. How does Thoreau see the pond as a symbol of infinity?

SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

Answer any THREE questions
20. Discuss the rise of Black Culture and Literature. 

21. “Passage to India” can be regarded as a poem that celebrates globalization and space   

exploration” Justify.  

22. Attempt an analysis on the theme of hopelessness in the play Night Mother. 

23. How does the death of Celie’s mother change Celie’s relationship with her family, with herself, and with God?

24. Write an essay on Emerson’s views on Self-Reliance. 
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