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M.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2016.
II YEAR — III SEMESTER
PAPER  IX- SHAKESPEARE STUDIES
Time : 3 hours                                                                        Max. marks : 75

SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)

Answer any TEN questions.
1. Name the  two prominent playhouses with which  Shakespeare’s name is most intimately connected.  

2. What is meant by theatre criticism?

3. When and where does the play Much Ado About Nothing take place?

4. What did Leontes do in order to prove the truth of his accusations against Hermione in TheWinter’s  Tale?

5. What crime does Brabantio charge Othello with before the Venetian Counsel?

6. What does Othello say, was used to dye the handkerchief? 

7. Who killed Hotspur in the play Henry iv, Part 1?

8. How did Falstaff survive the battle?

9. Define New Historicism.

10. What do you understand by post colonial criticism?

11. Which has a better effect in understanding  the plays of Shakespeare -viewing or reading. Give reasons . 

12. O,none,unless this miracle have might,

That in black ink my love shall still shine bright.

 
What is the message conveyed in the final couplet of Sonnet 65 ?

                        SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

Answer any FIVE questions.
13. Write a short note on the influence of the audience on Shakespeare.

14. What is the significant theme discussed in Sonnet 86.

15. What is revealed about Iago’s character when he says “iam not what iam”?

16. Harry believes that hanging around with low class friends is a clever psychological 

             plan. Discuss.

17. Write a note on the feminist approach to any one of Shakespearean play prescribed for your study.

18. “Sonnet 130 is a parody of the conventional love sonnet.”Elucidate.

19. Write a note on Shakespeare’s historical plays.  

SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

Answer any THREE questions.
20. Write an essay on the sources of Shakespeares  plays.

21. Discuss jealousy as a theme in Winter’s Tale.

22. Compare and contrast Desdemona and Emilia’s views on love in the play Othello.

23. ‘The most stirring scene in the play Henry iv is the reconciliation between the king 

            and the prince and it is the key part of the plot.” Justify.

24. Write an essay on the mythical and archetypal approach to the study of 

            Shakespeares’  plays.
——————












PAGE  

