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B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, NOVEMBER 2016.
 III YEAR — V SEMESTER
Paper X — AMERICAN LITERATURE — I

(POETRY AND FICTION)

Time : 3 hours
    Max. marks : 75
SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)
I
Annotate any FIVE of the following:
1. One can see what will trouble 

This sleep of mine, whatever sleep it is.

2. To me every hour of the light and dark is a miracle, 

Every cubic inch of space is a miracle…

3. O God! Can I not grasp 

Them with a tighter clasp?

O God! Can I not save 

One from the pitiless wave? 

4. I was so out of things, I’d never heard 

of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

5. I began to talk like a Jew. 
I think I may well be a Jew. 
6. The free bird thinks of another breeze 

and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees…

II
Answers any FIVE of the following in about 30 words each:
7. How effectively does Emily Dickinson deal with the idea of “death’ in the poem Because I could not stop for Death?

8. Is life worth living? Discuss with reference to Langston Hughes poem Life is Fine.

9. Comment on the use of similes in Anne Sexton’s The Gold Key.
10. What significant role does imagination play in creating a wonderful cosmos according to Wallace Stevens?

11.  How important is Sophie’s character in the novel The Color Purple by Alice Walker?

12. What role does setting play in the novel The Great Gatsby?

SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

          Answer any FIVE of the following in about 100 words each
13. Edgar Allan Poe’s A Dream within a Dream questions the distinction between ‘reality’ and ‘fantasy’. Substantiate.

14. Walt Whitman’s Miracles exemplify the work of the poet as an observer. Discuss.

15. Discuss the various human relationships in Robert Lowell’s "Memories of West Street and Lepke.

16. I know why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelo explores a person’s  struggle to become liberated from the shackles of racism. Justify. 

17. Briefly discuss Color purple as a novel which emphasizes the theme of cultures.

18. Write an essay on the ‘presence’ of the American dream in The Great Gatsby. 

19. How does E.E. Cummings expose the ‘Hypocrisy of Communal Identity’ in the poem The Cambridge ladies who lived in furnished souls?


SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

III.
Write Essays in about 250 words on any THREE of the following questions :
20. Discuss Sylvia Plath as a confessional poet with special reference to her poem Daddy.
21. Life, Death and Fall of man are the main themes in Robert Frost’s After Apple Picking. Explain.
22. Discuss Alice Walker’s Color Purple as an epistolary novel.

23. Comment on the use of symbolism in The Great Gatsby.
24. How well can Hemmingway’s philosophy “Man can be defeated but not destroyed” be accepted in the present scenario? 
                               ----------------
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