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B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2017.
 III YEAR — V SEMESTER
Paper X — AMERICAN LITERATURE — I

(POETRY AND FICTION)

Time : 3 hours
    Max. marks : 75

SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)
Answer ALL the questions
     I
Annotate the following:
1. O God! can I not save

One from the pitiless wave?

Is all that we see or seem

But a dream within a dream?

2. A cleft in your chin instead of your foot   

But no less a devil for that, no not   

Any less the black man who 

Bit my pretty red heart in two. 

3. But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams   

his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream   

his wings are clipped and his feet are tied   

so he opens his throat to sing.

4. Hairy, muscular, suburban,

wearing chocolate double-breasted suits,

they blew their tops and beat him black and blue.

5. I cannot rub the strangeness from my sight

I got from looking through a pane of glass

I skimmed this morning from the drinking trough

And held against the world of hoary grass.

6. To me the sea is a continual miracle,
The fishes that swim—the rocks—the motion of the waves—the
        ships with men in them,
What stranger miracles are there?
     II
Write short answers in about 30 words each
7. Write briefly on the setting of “Cambridge ladies…”? 

8. What is the role of Myrtle Wilson in The Great Gatsby? 
9. Comment on the use of figurative language in “Because I could not stop for death”

10. Give examples for some of the earliest works in American Novel. 

11. Which motif is prominently employed in “Daddy”?

12. What does Walker suggest through the use of bright colors in Color Purple?

SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

Answer any FIVE of the following in about 100 words each
13. Write briefly on the major short story writers in American literature. 

14. Assess the use of poetic techniques in “After Apple Picking”

15. Analyse Poe’s use of sea as a setting to discuss death and decay in “A Dream within a Dream”. 
16. How does Angelou uses the metaphor of a bird in “I know why the Caged Bird Sings”
17. How does persona in “Life Is Fine” contemplate on ending his life? 
18. Discuss the treatment of idealism in The Great Gatsby.  
19. Briefly explain the role of Shug Avery in Color Purple
SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

III.
Write Essays in about 250 words on any THREE of the following questions
20. Attempt a survey of the major concerns in the literary works by African-American writers.

21. Write an appreciation for “After Apple Picking”.
22. Discuss the portrayal of feminine sensibility in the poems by women poets you studied. 

23.  Examine daughter-father relations as depicted in Sylvia Plath’s “Daddy”. 
24. How does Alice Walker present female friendships in Color Purple? Discuss. 
                               ----------------
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