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M.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2017.
(ENGLISH)
II YEAR — III SEMESTER
PAPER  IX- SHAKESPEARE STUDIES
Time : 3 hours                                                                        Max. marks : 75
SECTION A — (10 × 2 = 20 marks)

Answer any TEN questions.
1. Name the playhouse with which Shakespeare was connected during his time?
2. What do you mean by “Shakespeare Quadricentennial – 2016”?
3. What are the major themes of Shakespeare’s sonnets?
4. Why did Claudio humiliate Hero?
5. What was Othello’s position in society? How was he regarded by those who knew him?
6. What was the warming given by Cassio in Othello’s first speech?
7. Who is Vernon? What news does he bring to Hotspur?
8. Mention any two themes dealt in Henry IV Part I.
9. What do the final words of Desdemona reveal of her character in the play  ‘Othello’?
10. Define the term archetype.
11. What do you mean by New historicist approach to Shakespeare?
12. What are the two categories into which Shakespeare’s sonnets are divided?
                        SECTION B — (5 × 5 = 25 marks)

Answer any FIVE questions.
13. Write a note on the plays of Shakespeare which were adapted into films and its result.
14. Sonnet 130 is a parody of the Dark Lady. Give reasons.
15. Trace the development of plot leading to the double wedding in “Much Ado About Nothing”.
16. How did Iago plant the seeds of doubt and suspicion in Othello’s mind?
17. Give reasons to support that Falstaff is a good man.
18. What do you mean by tragic irony?  Support your answer with suitable examples from the texts prescribed for your study?
19. According to Desdemona, how was Casio instrumental in making her fall in love with Othello?
SECTION C — (3 × 10 = 30 marks)

Answer any THREE questions.
20. Write an essay on the various sources used by Shakespeare to write his plays with special reference to the plays prescribed for your study.
21. Explain in detail why Othello is considered a Tragic hero?
22. How does Sonnet 65 present time’s cruel ravages?
23. Is Mal letter suited to be a king than Hotspur? Give your reasons.
24. Give a post colonial perspective to any Shakespearean play prescribed for your study.
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