
M.A.  DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL  2018.
(English)
I YEAR II SEMESTER
Core Major -V  -  American Literature

Time : 3 Hours							Max. Marks : 75
SECTION A – (10 × 2 = 20 marks)
Answer any TEN questions
1.	What is the true reason for ‘the birches to bend left and right’?
2.	What is the theme explored by Wallace Stevens in the poem ‘Anecdote of a Jar’?
3.	 In the play ‘Long Day’s Journey into Night’ why did Mary get addicted to drugs? 
4.	What made Jessie feel that life is a pack of futilities and frustrations?
5. 	Why did Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn make a good pair as friends?
6. 	What made Celie write letters to God?
7.	 How does Rachael Crason describe the fictional town in America?
8.	 What does Walden symbolize?
9.	 Identify the major themes in ‘A Rose for Emily’ by William Faulkner.
10.	 What did the Scout understand about the disoriented oldman and his intention of       standing on the bridge?
11. 	What was the choice given to Jessie and what did she prefer to choose? 
12. 	What does Gwendolyn Brooks convey in the following lines
	 	But could a dream send up through onion fumes 
	        	Its white and violet,fight with fried potatoes. 
SECTION B – (5 × 5 = 25 marks)
Answer any FIVE questions

13.	Why does the speaker in ‘Crossing Brooklyn Ferry’ feel that all humans are connected across time and space?
14.        Write a note on the theme of alienation and loneliness in  ‘night, mother’.
15.        What, according to Alice Walker, does the “Color Purple” symbolize?
16.       What are the reasons listed by Thoreau for his choice to move to the woods?
17.        In Faulkner’s ‘A Rose for Emily’, why was Emily not suspected of having murdered 
	Homer  Baron?
18.  	How is death personified in  the poem ‘Because I couldnot stop for death’?
19.        Bring out the autobiographical elements in Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Long Day’s Journey
 into Night’. 				                                                     P.T.O.						


SECTION C – (3 × 10 = 30 marks)
Answer any THREE questions

20.	How does the jar become a symbol of civilization in Wallace Steven’s poem ‘Anecdote of a Jar’?
21.	‘Night ,Mother’ depicts the myth of failed American dream. Elucidate.
22.	Highlight the satire on entrenched attitudes, particularly racism, with suitable episodes from Mark Twain’s “Adventures of   Huckleberry Finn”.
23.	What is the main idea conveyed in Thoreau’s Walden.
24.	Critically analyse  Sherman Alexie’s shortstory ‘The Search Engine’.
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