
M.A.  DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2018.
(English)
I YEAR II SEMESTER
Core Major -VIII  - New Literatures

Time : 3 Hours							Max. Marks : 75
SECTION A – (10 × 2 = 20 marks)
Answer any TEN questions
1. How does Edwin Thumboo's “Ulysses by the Merlion” depict Nation-building? 
2. Explain the idiomatic meaning and the meaning conveyed by the poet in the poem 'A far cry from Africa'? 
3. What is distinctive in the essential contribution of Ananda Coomaraswamy in his work 'What has India contributed to human welfare? '
4. Comment on the literary style and diction presented in Raja Rao's 'Preface to Kanthapura'.
5. Write a short note on the character 'professor' from 'The Road'.
6. Why is the wife portrayed as a loving mother and devoted wife in the short story 'Once upon a time' ?
7. Why is 'The Garden Party' considered one of Mansfield's best known works?
8. Why was Christianity so successful in replacing the old religion in Igbo land?
9. Why were the past and the present continually intertwined in 'The English Patient'? 
10. What does the Magistrate think of his cultural identity?
11. Discuss the theme in Chinua Achebe's 'Refuge Mother and Child’. 
12. Who is Mariam in “Thousand Splendid Suns”?

SECTION B – (5 × 5 = 25 marks)
Answer any FIVE questions

13. Atwood's 'Variation on the word Sleep', is a poem that seeks to enter the conscious and the subconscious by exploring one person’s earnest desire to know another person at the very depth of his soul. Explain.
14. Discuss the ideas of Ananda Coomaraswamy in his work 'What has India contributed to human welfare?
15. Bring out the essential themes represented in Ned Kelly's 'Douglas Steward'.
16. What is the main conflict in 'The Garden Party' by Mansfield?
17.  'Arrow of God' offers the perspective of both the colonizer and the colonized. How do they perceive each other and why do they have such different interpretations of the same events? 
18.  Can 'Waiting for the Barbarians'  be read as an oblique parable of South Africa’s predicament and a prophecy for its future. Elucidate.
19. What kind of response do you hope readers should have towards 'A Thousand Splendid Suns'?
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SECTION C – (3 × 10 = 30 marks)
Answer any THREE questions

20. Discuss in detail Khalil  Gibran's 'Pity the nation' .
21. Explain the significance of the “Preface to Kanthapura” in the post colonial era.
22.  Appreciate 'The Road' by Wole Soyinka and critically analyse the themes presented in it. 
23.  Do you find Nadine Godimer’s “Once Upon a time”, effective in highlighting 
	racial discrimination? Discuss
24. How is the theme of nationality and nationhood expressed in the novel 'The English Patient', and can nationality and ethnicity be transcended?
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