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Section A

Answer any SIX questions (6× 5 = 30 Marks)
1. How did Harjo explore the traumatic relationship between Native American

identity and Euro-American politics.
2. Explain how the symbol of Piano represents the family’s freedom from oppression

in “The Piano Lesson’.
3. Comment on the significance of Laura’s Glass animals especially the symbolic

Unicorn.
4. Describe the relationship between Darl and Jewel in “As I Lay Dying”.
5. How is Sethe considered a tragic heroine in ”Beloved”.
6. Comment on the quest undertaken by a young urban indigenous woman in

Sherman Alexie’s ‘The Search Engine”.
7. Explain how Rachel Carson’s ‘A Fable for Tomorrow’ forewarns people of the

effects of chemical pollution.
8. Discuss how Nathaniel Hawthorne proves absolute perfection is impossible in

“The Birth Mark”.

Section B

Part A

Answer any TWO questions (2× 10 = 20 Marks)
9. Describe how preparing the house for winter reinforces Thoreau’s spiritual

connection with nature.
10. Comment on the dehumanizing effect of slavery as portrayed in “Beloved” by

Toni Morrison.
11. Examine the theme of illusion versus reality in Tennessee William’s “The Glass

Menagerie”.
12. Discuss “Cathedral” as a story of ‘the blind leading the blind’.

Contd...

1



Part B

Compulsory question (1× 10 = 10 Marks)

13. Discuss the significance of the title “Mending Wall”.
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2



20PELCT2006

SHRIMATHI DEVKUNVAR NANALAL BHATT VAISHNAV COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
(AUTONOMOUS)

(Affiliated to the University of Madras and Re-accredited with ‘A+’ Grade by NAAC)
Chromepet, Chennai — 600 044.

M.A. END SEMESTER EXAMINATIONS NOVEMBER - 2022
SEMESTER - II

20PELCT2006 - American Literature

Total Duration : 2 Hrs 30 Mins. Total Marks : 60

Section A

Answer any SIX questions (6× 5 = 30 Marks)
1. How did Harjo explore the traumatic relationship between Native American

identity and Euro-American politics.
2. Explain how the symbol of Piano represents the family’s freedom from oppression

in “The Piano Lesson’.
3. Comment on the significance of Laura’s Glass animals especially the symbolic

Unicorn.
4. Describe the relationship between Darl and Jewel in “As I Lay Dying”.
5. How is Sethe considered a tragic heroine in ”Beloved”.
6. Comment on the quest undertaken by a young urban indigenous woman in

Sherman Alexie’s ‘The Search Engine”.
7. Explain how Rachel Carson’s ‘A Fable for Tomorrow’ forewarns people of the

effects of chemical pollution.
8. Discuss how Nathaniel Hawthorne proves absolute perfection is impossible in

“The Birth Mark”.

Section B

Part A

Answer any TWO questions (2× 10 = 20 Marks)
9. Describe how preparing the house for winter reinforces Thoreau’s spiritual

connection with nature.
10. Comment on the dehumanizing effect of slavery as portrayed in “Beloved” by

Toni Morrison.
11. Examine the theme of illusion versus reality in Tennessee William’s “The Glass

Menagerie”.
12. Discuss “Cathedral” as a story of ‘the blind leading the blind’.

Contd...

1



Part B

Compulsory question (1× 10 = 10 Marks)

13. Discuss the significance of the title “Mending Wall”.

******

2


