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Vallabhbhai Patel (born October 31, 1875,Nadiad, Gujarat, India—died December 15, 1950,
Bombay [now Mumbai]) was an Indian barrister and statesman, one of the leaders of the Indian
National Congress during the struggle for Indian independence. During the first three years of Indian
independence after 1947, he served as deputy prime minister of home affairs, minister of information,
and minister of states.

Patel was born into a self-sufficient landowning family of the Leva Patidar caste. Reared in
an atmosphere of traditional Hinduism, he attended primary school at Karamasad and high
school at Petlad but was mainly self-taught. Patel married at the age of 16, matriculated at 22,
and passed the district pleader’s examination, which enabled him to practice law. In 1900 he set
up an independent office of district pleader in Godhra, and two years later he moved to Borsad.
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